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UNCCD COP11 – Windhoek, Namibia

Ecosystem Restoration Day
20 September 2013

10:00 – 11:00: Networking Session hosted by ICRAF

11:15 - 12:45: Morning Session

Landcare: Providing pragmatic solutions to address land degradation
Description

Landcare is a community-based and grassroots-led approach to sustainable land management that has global dimensions.  Landcare aims to simultaneously improve people’s livelihoods and the natural resource base upon which they depend.  It has been an effective institutional innovation for mobilising farmers and other land users at the local level to combine their efforts to effectively improve the management of land in many parts of the world.  It provides a platform for sustained mutual learning and support among practitioners at the local, national, and global levels.

This side event will present the opportunities offered through the Landcare movement to facilitate action towards achieving a land-degradation neutral world through empowering collective action from the grassroots level.  The Landcare model, first established in Australia, has since spread internationally to more than 30 countries.  The event will highlight the successful use of Landcare in the drylands and discuss how the broad adoption of Landcare would assist in capacity building and grassroots institutional strengthening.  This discussion will provide side event attendees the opportunity to connect with the global Landcare movement and explore their engagement with Landcare in their own countries to aid in the successful implementation of the Convention to Combat Desertification.  
List of Speakers
Dr Dennis Garrity
UNCCD Drylands Ambassador; Landcare International Chair; Senior Fellow World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF); EverGreen Agriculture Partnership Chair (KENYA)

Ms Lydia Bosoga
Co-Chair African Landcare Network; Republic of South Africa DAFF Director of Land Use and Soil Management (SOUTH AFRICA)

Mr Joseph Tanui
Co-Chair African Landcare Network; Associate Scientist East Africa Region World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) (KENYA)

Ms Emily Mutoa
Landcare Namibia; Technical Project Officer, BMCC Project, Ministry of Environment and Tourism (NAMIBIA) 
13:15 – 14:45 – Lunch Session

GEF Experiences Investing in Ecosystem Restoration through SLM and SFM/REDD+

Description

This session will highlight GEF role in supporting ecosystem restoration. Given that many people especially the rural poor are increasingly sustaining their livelihoods from ecosystems facing the risk of extreme degradation, ecological restoration is crucial to (i) maintain the flow of agro-ecosystem services, (ii) improve biodiversity in landscapes, and (iii) enhance productivity.  The session will include presentations on GEF experiences from investment in SLM and SFM/REDD+ to support ecosystem restoration, not only for global environmental benefits but also to renew economic opportunities, rejuvenate traditional cultural practices and refocus the aspirations of local communities. This will present opportunity to discuss the potential for increased focus on ecosystem restoration during the next GEF replenishment phase (2014 - 2018).
Schedule

15:00 - 16:30: Afternoon Session 1

The Potential Contribution of Ecosystem Restoration to Zero Net Land Degradation
Description
World leaders at the Rio+20 agreed to strive for a land degradation neutral world. A land degradation neutral world is an ambitious goal that needs to be translated into deliverable targets at national, regional and international level. Thus the UNCCD’s advocacy for a post-2015 sustainable development goal on a Land Degradation Neutral World and an associated target on Zero Net Land Degradation are key to translating this ambition into actionable targets. One of the key elements of a land degradation neutral world is the conservation and sustainable use biodiversity and ecosystem services, but equally important is the restoration of ecosystems, as highlighted in the Hyderabad Call for a Concerted Effort on Ecosystem Restoration at CBD COP11.
The Hyderabad Call also notes that effective implementation of ecosystem restoration helps to achieve the CBD Aichi Biodiversity Targets, in particular Aichi Target 15, which asks that by 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks have been enhanced, through conservation and restoration, including restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation and to combating desertification. The side event will discuss how to build on the Hyderabad Call and use this existing partnership to facilitate the implementation of ecosystem restoration activities for multiple benefits.

Schedule
Moderator:
David Ainsworth, CBD secretariat
15:00 – 15:15
Keynote Address 

Luc Gnacadja, UNCCD Executive Secretary (requested)
Professor Safriel (alternate)
15:15 – 15:30
Response to Keynote Address
Sakhile Koketso, CBD secretariat
15:30 – 16:10
Panel Discussion

Sasha Alexander, UNCCD (confirmed)

Jonathan Davies, IUCN (confirmed)

Nora Berrahoumi, FAO (confirmed)
Malta Qwathekana, Ramsar (confirmed)

Veerle Vandeweerd, UNDP (requested)
Annette Cowie, Michael Stocking or Guadalupe Duron, GEF (requested)
16:10 – 16:30
Views from the Audience 
16:45 - 18:00: Afternoon Session 2

The Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative, an African Alliance contributing to a land-degradation neutral world
Description

By means of adoption of the Arusha Declaration on Africa’s Post Rio+20 Strategy for Sustainable Development in September 2012, all African countries decided to consider the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative (GGWSSI) as the African flagship programme contributing towards “a land degradation neutral world” in the context of sustainable development. This African Union programme brings together 20 countries from the northern and southern stripes of the Sahara. The African Union Commission, the Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS), IUCN, OSS, the Global Mechanism of the UNCCD, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the World Bank, GEF and the European Commission are partnering to support the GGWSSI implementation and are co-organising this side-event. 

The heart of the side-event will be dedicated to showcase how the activities implemented in the framework of the GGWSSI are contributing to a degradation-neutral world, in particular to building resilience of rural communities and ecosystems affected by desertification, land degradation and drought through sustainable land management. The side-event will bring together focal points and government representatives from Sahelo-Saharan region as well as some of the main partners of this initiative gathering regional and international organisations partners. The expected results of the side-event are to

•
Showcase the on-going partners and partnerships for the implementation of the Initiative, highlighting the complementarities and harmonisation among partner’s interventions;

•
Showcase the umbrella platform as a tool for pooling key resources and knowledge that facilitates the implementation of the GGWSSI

•
Build a broader collaborative partnership for the implementation of the GGWSSI as an African flagship programme, including the important role played by local communities in the implementation.
Schedule
Almami Dampha

The African Union Commission
Edwige Botoni
CILSS
Ines Chaalala /Nora BERRAHMOUNI

The Global Mechanism of the UNCCD/Food and Agriculture Organization
Representative of the African Union Commission;

Representative of CILSS on behalf of BRICKS-SAWAP partners;

Representative of the Global Mechanism of the UNCCD;

Representative of FAO;

Representative(s) from local communities
18:15 - 19:30: Evening Session (reception event hosted by GIZ?)
Mary Seely or Theo Wassenaar, Gobabeb

